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and partly on himself, for his tastes were extremely extravagant.
He was now bankrupt, and unable to pay interest on his loans.
The bondholders in Britain and France appealed to their govern-
ments, and these responded by forcing the Egyptian government
to accept an Anglo-French 'Dual Control' over Egyptian finances.
Ismail was deposed, and another member of his family took his
place, but was a mere puppet in the hands of the Dual Control.
This was the beginning of a long story not yet completed. It
will be continued in the next chapter,

Afghanistan. The history of our conquest of India is the story
of a search for a frontier. We went there originally to trade, and
established trading bases on the coast at Bombay, Madras, and
Calcutta. Neighbouring Indian rulers would not leave these
places alone, so we had to conquer them. Then we found we had
to conquer the neighbours of our neighbours, until in the course
of the hundred years (roughly 1750-1850) between Clive and
the conquest of the Panjab we had extended our control over the
whole country and reached its mountain frontiers. But was this
enough? were these frontiers adequate? must we go farther and
conquer Burma, Thibet, Afghanistan? We have, as it turned
out, conquered Burma in a series of wars between 1826 and 1886;
we have not conquered Thibet; Afghanistan we twice decided
to conquer or at any rate to bring under our control, and both
efforts proved to be disastrous- mistakes. The first occurred in
the i83o's, the second in the later iSyo's.

The trouble arose out of our hostility to Russia in the Balkans.
Russia sent an embassy to the Amir (King) of Afghanistan in
1878. Lord Lytton,1 the rather aggressive viceroy whom Disraeli
had sent out to govern India, had already annexed Baluchistan^
to the south of Afghanistan, in 1876, and had adopted the view
that Afghanistan must either be 'broken up' or compelled to
accept a permanent British Resident, which would reduce it more
or less to the status of the larger Indian Native States (e.g.
Mysore) within British India. The Resident, Cavagnari, was
forcibly established at Kabul, and a few months later he and all
his staff were murdered, as Lord Lawrence, the most famous
living ex-viceroy, had foretold they would be. There followed

1 Son of the novelists author of The Last Days of Pompeii* etc., who
had been a cabinet colleague of Disraeli in earlier days.